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Happy Vanentines Day, From the Rancho Tehama Association Board     of Directors and Staff.
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Free Heat!


You can find out if you qualify for free firewood, propane, PG&E or Kerosene through the Self Help Home Improvement Program.  Just call 1-800-479-5954 Mon.-Thurs. from 1-4pm.
































HOW WE ARE DOING


In Resolution 15-2007 (October), we adopted the 2007-2008 Directors’ Mission Statement to further and promote the general welfare of property owners in the subdivision. To accomplish this mission, our goals were:


1)	To work toward uniform and consistent enforcement of the existing CC&Rs, and


2)	To change auditors, attorneys, materials suppliers, and other service providers, and


3)	To focus on other improvements that we think are in the best interests of all the community, such as crime control, youth and senior programs, and group spirit, and


To generally work toward improving the reputation, amenities, and appearance, of the properties within the subdivision in order to preserve their value. 


What we have accomplished:


Built cash balances from $2400 to $206K at 5/1/08 (includes $147,000 in reserves).


Set up a friendly, more efficient office operation.


Engaged a new lawyer specializing in homeowner associations (HOA’s).


Engaged a new auditor specializing in HOA’s.


Obtained better liability insurance with better rates.


Are negotiating a substantial increase on our contract with the US Postal Service—the first in 13 years.


Are interviewing outside management firms to get more efficient management of our financial condition.


Are still in the process of developing clear, legal guidelines and policies for our committees to use in their work of assisting and advising the Board.   


ALSO OF INTEREST


Sign up in the office to help watch your neighborhood.


Sign up in the office to get 1st aid/CPR certified.


New Covenants Committee members Mac Inman, Cathy Johnson, and Alan Mills are at work helping the Board investigate complaints.  They are making good recommendations to improve our looks.
































Airport Report





During the month of December 2009 there were 44 operations.  There were 4 medivacs.  This represents a normal pattern for December.  We had a little excitement though; on 12/28/09 after communication and cooperation between the owners of Black Ranch and our Board, we were treated to watching a King Air B200 land at our airport.  This is a large turbo prop airplane, and the pilot was very complimentary of  the airport.




















Humboldt Bridge


I hope everyone had a great Holiday season. We are probably all trying to lose the excess pounds put on by the consumption of so many goodies.


As many of you know the Association has been working on replacing the Humboldt Bridge. This bridge crosses over the Middle Fork of Elder Creek, connecting the northwestern section of Rancho Tehama with the remainder of the development. It is the only access to over 200 homes in this section of the Ranch. The bridge is presently two eighty foot long rail car bases, which are laid across the stream but not anchored. The bases are paved over with asphalt. There is evidence of the bridge pulling away from, and settling at the canyon edge, where the bridge meets the road.


This bridge was meant to be a temporary fix, to replace the bridge washed out by a storm in the early eighties. The replacement structure, for the bridge will utilize an open bottom culvert, fill, and rip-rap to serve as the base for an exposed roadway. The new roadway will be 32 feet in width rather than the existing 18 foot roadway. The new roadway will contain shoulders for bike or pedestrian traffic and two full 12 foot lanes for vehicle traffic. 


The initial studies have been completed and all governmental permits are being pursued. We hope to complete these permits, and have the final design so that we can let bids for construction by April of this year. We are trying to get some grant monies to offset the cost to the members. Bill will explain the financing in his article this month.


The storms this month have shown us some critical areas with drainage problems, and wreaked havoc on the roads. When we have some better weather our maintenance crew can begin to address these problems. If you are having problems please come into the office and fill out a Work Order Request Form. Until next time….Tom Gano 








Post Your Address


Please help the Emergency Services, help you.  Post your street address in reflective numbers where it can easily be seen from the road.














February/March CALANDER:





What?			When?			What Time?	





VFW Meeting		Feb. 9			6:00 pm		Rec. Hall


O.T.F.F. Meeting	Feb. 10			7:00 pm		Rec. Hall


VFW Aux. Bake Sale	Feb. 13			10:00-1:00	Rec. Hall


Food Giveaway		Feb. 15			12:00-2:00 pm	Rec. Hall


Open Board Meeting	Feb. 16			9:00 am		Rec. Hall


Community Closet Fundraiser	Feb. 20			3:00-6:00 pm	Rec. Hall


VFW Aux. Meeting	Feb. 22			1:00 pm		Rec. Hall





VFW Meeting		Mar. 9			6:00 pm		Rec. Hall


O.T.F.F. Meeting	Mar. 10			7:00 pm		Rec. Hall


VFW Aux. Bake Sale	Mar. 13			10:00-1:00	Rec. Hall


Food Giveaway		Mar. 15			12:00-2:00 pm	Rec. Hall


Open Board Meeting	Mar. 16			9:00 am		Rec. Hall


VFW member only Dinner	Mar.  17		              6:00-8:00 pm	       Rec. Hall


VFW Aux. Meeting	Mar. 22			1:00 pm		Rec. Hall


	


AA Meeting		Every Sun.		6:00 pm		Rec. Hall


Craft Club		Every Wed.	 	1:00 pm		Rec. Hall











Payment Plans


Got a little behind? Worried you might be sent to collections? Please come into the Association Office and let us help you. You could be approved for a payment plan. Payment plan forms are available at the Association Office. Please contact one of your Board members, (530)585-2444.














                     New Employee


 Hello, my name is Rabecca for those of you I haven’t had the opportunity to meet. I am new to Rancho Tehama.  I am looking forward to meeting all of you. I just wanted to take this chance to say thank you for my part-time job here at the association. I am looking forward to a new start with new people. “New people, new knowledge and with new knowledge makes for new success…..”                                                                                                   Thank you,                                                                                               Rabecca








The Old Timer Firefighters


We had two fires in the last two months.  There was one small car fire in December and a small boat fire in January.  We have had several smoke checks.  As a reminder don’t forget to check your flue each year.  Whether you use wood or pellets, it is important not only to make your stove safer but also more efficient.  We have been doing very well in that area and have not had a flue fire in 2 years.


   Remember the burn rules:  Burning items grown on your property is permitted (leaves, grass, pruning and brush).  No other items are permitted.  The number to call after 8:30 AM is Air Pollution control 527-3717.  This is a recorded message that will tell you weather of not you may burn today.  Clear around your burn pile, shovel, or rake and water on hand.  An adult must be in attendance.  Fire must be completely out at the end of burn hours.  Be Fire Safe.








From where I sit things are going fairly well.  The Airport Committee has been busy keeping up with all of their projects.  The Program/Membership Committee (consisting of Jeri Ward, Penny McGee and Kathleen Smith) is accomplishing all that it has been asked to do, which is keeping them busy.  The Covenants Committee is working to get better compliance with our CC&R’s and the County has offered to help us by enforcing the County Codes here on the Ranch.  We are also working to establish a better working relationship with the Sheriff’s Department and the Animal Control Officers.  We do not want Rancho Tehama to become like a city, most of us moved here to get away from that, however County Codes do need compliance for the sake of the environment and our safety.  Any ideas you have that you would like to talk about concerning any of these committees, please feel free to come in to the office any Wednesday and let’s talk about it.  We still need one more member for the Covenants Committee, if anyone would like to apply please call the office.


Gary Zimmer











Flooding in Rancho Tehama 


As the last storm passed though Rancho Tehama many members found they had drainage issues on their properties. Installing a drainage ditch and culvert(s) may be recommended. Ask a Board Member at the Association what would be recommended for your property. The homeowner is responsible for the price of the culverts. The Association can help with the installation of culverts at driveways with no additional cost. For those members who already have culverts/ditches on your properties, it is important to do routine maintenance and cleaning. Sand bags are also available from the Association. The sand pile is located just east of the Association Office, and the bags are in the wooden box next to the pile.








By Bill Westin


I believe that this publication is one of the most important ones we have put out in a long time. I encourage everyone to read this mailing from cover to cover, or page by page, whichever works.  My topic is our current Association assessments. As you know your Board of Directors tried very hard not to have an increase in this area. Circumstances have changed and we must adapt and change our way of thinking.


As some of you know, we have a bridge in the back of the ranch on Humboldt Drive. This bridge washed away in 1983. It was replaced with a temporary bridge of a railroad flatbed car. You can read about this bridge and why we need to fix it in Tom Gano's column.  Other Board of Directors overlooked this safety issue for years. This board and the previous board have not. At the current time, this is a safety and health issue. We can no longer ignore it. The problem is that this is going to be very expensive, $500,000-$1 million.


This board, with the help of the foundations laid by the previous board, is trying our best to cut this cost down. We have looked into getting a loan from a bank, but this requires a membership vote. We must receive 66% approval to put the Association in debt. Past history has shown us that we would never get the ballot to pass. We barely get enough returns for a valid election for Board of Directors.


I have checked with an attorney and wanted to declare this an emergency situation, and safety issue. He advised us that this would still take a vote of the membership. Another reason we cannot get a loan is that we have over 10% of our members in some form of collections (around 160 properties).  We have contracted with a grant writer to see if we can get additional monies through a grant. This is still unknown at this time. We have some good indications that we may get some help for this area.  We also have good indications that we may end up with our environmental study and permits received by March 2010. There are no guarantees, but we have to proceed as if this will come about. This is moving along faster than both the Board of Directors and the Hignell Corporation expected.


The Board of Directors reluctantly only has one option. That is to raise the assessments (dues). Our target date for this increase in assessments is April 1, 2010. This will be done at our next open meeting (Feb. 16, 2010), if all publication requirements set by law are done. The board's intentions are to increase our assessments by $7 a month. This will not effect January, February, or March 2010. Our intentions are once we paid our reserve account back for the bridge rebuild, this $7 would be dropped off our monthly assessments. We cannot leave our neighbors stranded.


$35 + $7 = $42 per month or $63 for those persons who have already paid for the year.














Something to say from Bob Garrison


I first would like to thank all the members that come to our open board meetings. It shows they have an interest in what their Board of Directors is trying to get accomplished for this community. But now I am going to ask! Why is there so few?


So I would like to extend my personal invitation to come down to the hall and have coffee and cookies with me. Bring your fellow members and neighbors to meet with other R.T.A members, and make new friends. From you folks we get great ideas, also feed back on some of the projects that are in the planning stage which are important to your community.


I will end this plea now. I will see you all at out next meeting.


Your Director at Large,  RE (Bob) Garrison











Calling all Pictures!


The Association with the hard work of Dee Oliver and Marg Jekel is putting together a file on the history of Rancho Tehama.  It has come to our attention that we are short on pictures of the early days (the 70’s and 80’s).  If you have pictures of events on the Ranch for those years, please send them to the office.  It would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks for your help.  Janice Menzies
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