FEBRUARY

www.ranchotehama.org

The Rancho Tehama Association

2009

TRAILBLAZER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS NEWSLETTER

The only official publication of your association for ALL members; all other local

newsletters are only the personal opinions of their publisher/editors. CALL THE OFFICE

TO GET COPIES OF OFFICIALLY SIGNED AND ADOPTED MEETING MINUTES.

Staff 530-585-2444; Board 530-585-2631Tel/Fax
Managed by Hignell of Chico, 530-894-0404
Spanish translations available on request.

The Directors, working with The Hignell Companies, resolve to promote the welfare
of and enhance the quality of life of our members and create a caring community by

2008-2009 Mission Statement

pursuing the following goals.
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Improve the roads by designing and implementing a five-year road plan.
Begin the process of designing and constructing a new Post Office
building.

Beautify the entrance to the Ranch and the common areas.

Upgrade the work vehicles owned by the Association, by establishing a
consistent system of care and maintenance.

Enhance our ability to ensure fair, consistent and uniform enforcement
of Association rules by revising the CC&R’s to comply with the new
laws regarding homeowners’ associations and adapting them to be more
compatible with our rural community.

Focus on other improvements that are in the best interests of our
community, such as recreation, community programs and crime control.
Promote relations with Tehama County Board of Supervisors by
attending meetings on a regular basis.

The Ranch Tehama Association Governing Documents 2009 Amendment Project Plan Outline—

(LOOKING FOR A GOOD SET OF DOCUMENTS THAT HAVE TEETH IN THEM)

The 2008-2009 Board of Directors of The Rancho Tehama Association recognize they must improve
its governing documents. In order to accomplish this goal and to proceed with this project in an

orderly

fashion, the directors have agreed to amend the governing documents of the Association.

The following schedule is very ambitious and we, the directors, will do our best.

Step 1.

Step 2.

Step 3.

Step 4.

Step 5.

By February - The directors will select an attorney (from bids) to both guide the directors
and the Association through the process, and to draft the revised documents. This step has
been completed, and the attorney is Deon Stein.

By April - The directors and the attorney will accomplish this rewrite in the following stages:
a) Preliminary questionnaire (in process at this time).

b) CC&Rs (in process at this time).

¢) By-laws

d) Articles of Incorporation

In April - At a meeting, the directors will schedule three public meetings in May, one on a
weekday, one in the evening, and one on a weekend. Constructive comments and
suggestions for amending our documents are needed. These meetings will be published to
all members 30 days in advance.

During June - The directors and the attorney will complete the final draft of all our governing
documents. An independent inspector of elections will be hired.

In July — Ballots and the Revised Documents will be mailed for a vote which will be counted
in September, 2009.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Just in case you were wondering, the three board
members that were elected on November 18 to
serve a two-year term are Alan Mills, William (Bill)
Westin, and Sharon Easton. Together with Penny
McGee and Sheri Schultz, and working as a team,
they donate (by law, Directors cannot get paid)
their time, best efforts and talents to running your
Association and managing the $843,780 budget.

SHARON EASTON was returned to the
Board after serving ten months as an appointee—
and she has been elected by the board to Preside
over our team and our maintenance operations
until the next election. She has already proposed
a road plan that includes upgrading equipment,
staff training, and engineering appraisal of the
roads, bridge and culverts.

ﬁALAN MILLS, who ran on the basis of
extensive experience in facility management,
purchasing, landscape design, and contracting is
Vice-President. He is promoting a strict adherence
to our Declarations in the running of Rancho
Tehama affairs and has already done an extensive
evaluation of our fire protection ponds, wells, and
water systems

BILL WESTIN desires to improve our community
and also wishes all members to abide by our
Declarations. He is working to improve collections
of outstanding assessments, as well as on
protocols for Association business operations. He
believes in strong leadership by the Board of
Directors, not by “persons that believe their way is
the only way.”

A director is in the office to be of service every day
of the week.




SIGNAGE AT RANCHO TEHAMA

Signs are a very important part of everyday life. Our Declarations are silent as to signage. However the
policy over the years has been for the Association to provide and maintain our street nhame and road
traffic signs. Individual homeowners are responsible for keeping up clearly visible Lot Number and Lot
Address signs that are required by the Federal Department of Emergency Services.

YARD SALE/EVENT SIGNS: The policy of the Association has long been that no sighs may be placed on
Association property or buildings (including utility poles), or within fifteen feet of any roadway (including
trees). Signs and announcements may be pinned (not glued) to either of the two bulletin boards at the
post office. They may also be put up at the east corner of Fawn Meadows Park at Rancho Tehama
Road and Stagecoach Road (by the 4-way stop).

“TAGGING” OF SIGNS WITH GRAFITTI: As everywhere in the world, tagging of signs and walls is a
serious maintenance problem. Here at Rancho Tehama, replacement, cleaning, and re-painting of
common areas poses an unbudgeted expense both of staff time and labor, as well as materials. The
Board is keeping track of these expenses and is offering a $500 rewards in case the “perps” are
caught and convicted. It is discussing ways to keep the damage from happening—and welcomes your
input. The strategy in place is to repair each incident as soon as it happens. It is hoped that individual
owners who are victims of these crimes will do the same. The Association is here to help in those
cases, so please contact the office. Let’s all work together on this.

CONFUSED?
One of our members has commented that none of the members he has spoken to
know what the procedure is to file complaints regarding situations here. The Board
is following previously established policy in this regard. All forms mentioned are
inside the office door, or you may request one by mail, fax, or email from the office. Forms
are to be returned to the Association office on site.

COMPLAINTS ABOUT A PERCEIVED CC&R VIOLATION/NEIGHBOR
DISPUTE: Fill out a complaint form. The Covenants Committee and the Board
handles these forms. A great number of complaints fall outside the CC&R’s and
are referred to the County Planning (Zoning) Department.

REQUESTS FOR MAINTENANCE/REPAIR OF A COMMON AREA: Fill out a
work order form for such things as a tree down, a drainage problem, or a
driveway needing a culvert repair or replacement. The Utility Staff handles
these requests on a top priority basis.

APPROVALS FOR PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT OR REMODELING/TREE
REMOVAL: Fill out a plot plan form. For adding a residence there is a $25 plan
review fee. Trees planned for removal must be marked on the plot plan and
inspected by the committee. The Architectural/Environmental Control
Committee and the Board are responsible and must respond in a timely manner.

During the 2008 Holiday Food Drive, DUCOR Telephone Company gave the churches
$1,000 towards filling Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets for needy families in
our community.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!




FIRE HAZARD ABATEMENT ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS
Dave Harp, Fire Prevention/Law Enforcement for CAL FIRE Tehama Glenn Unit wants us to notify all owners of the firebreak requirements now being
enforced within Tehama County. They hope to conduct property inspections within the Ranch from April through June. It is never too early for
property owners to begin their defensible space maintenance. He will be speaking to the Board and members in attendance about the program at the
Saturday, March 21 open Board Meeting in the Rec Hall at 10:00 am. Please keep the article below and take appropriate action.

TEHAMA COUNTY
COOPERATIVE
FIRE PROTECTION

Office of Gary Durden, Fire Chief
604 Antelope Blvd., Red Bluff, California 96080 (530) 528-5199

COUNTY

Firebreak Requirements
Tehama County Code Section 9.05.08
(For all areas of 1ehama County with exception of Red Bluff City and Coming City)
The following information is a synopsis of the county code.

On September 30, 2008 the Tehama County Board of Supervisors adopted Chapter 9.05 of the Tehama County Code
pertaining to fire hazard abatement. The code addresses fire hazards on improved and unimproved property which may be
determined to be a public nuisance. The following information is provided to guide property owners as to what may be required
in order to comply with the code.

Firebreaks shall be required one-hundred (100) feet wide around all residences and other structures or to the property line,
whichever is nearer.

On vacant parcels of urban lands that are one and one fourth (1.25) acre in size or smaller a firebreak shall be required over the
entire area of the parcel.

On vacant parcels of urban lands that are more than one and one fourth (1.25) acre in size but less than two (2) acres in size a
firebreak shall be required adjacent to and along all parcel lines for a width of thirty (30) feet.

All required firebreaks shall be created and maintained by mowing all weeds, grass, rank growths, shrubs, trees, and trimmings
therein to a maximum height of three (3) inches, or by disking or removing all weeds, grass, rank growths, shrubs, trees, and
trimmings from the firebreak. All obstructions shall be removed from firebreaks.

Trees specimen may be retained within firebreaks provided that they are kept free of dead wood and litter and trimmed ten (10)
feet from the ground or one-third (1/3) their height and crowns are not interlaced.

Specimen shrubs may be retained within firebreaks provided all specimens are kept free of dead wood and litter and they are
spaced at a distance equal to not less than three (3) times their widest diameter, and are not less than ten (10) feet from other
specimens or buildings.

Unless otherwise directed by the enforcing officer, firebreaks may include fire resistive vegetation such as green lawns, ice
plant, green ivy, and other plants designated by the enforcing officer as being fire resistive. Any fire resistive plants must be
maintained in a state so as to resist the spread of fire.

Property owners or occupants in violation of the code will be notified with a Notice to Abate the Fire Hazard. The owner or
occupants will have 14 days to abate the hazard.

If the hazard continues to exist, the enforcing officer may abate the hazard and apply all costs of the abatement and any
administrative costs to the property tax roles.

A misdemeanor citation may be issued and if convicted the property owner or occupant may be fined $500 to $1,000 and or
imprisonment for a term not to exceed six months.

All permits, licenses or other entitlements will not be issued by any Tehama County department, commission or
employee while the violation existed.




AIRPORT NEWS
Our Rancho Tehama Airport is currently licensed by California Department of Transportation Aeronautical
Division and is up for renewal of its insurance liability policy on March 1. It continues to average about 30
landings per month, according to the reports from Airport Manager Doug Dugger. The Board of Directors

recently met with Mr. Smith and Mr. Miller of Cal Trans Aeronautical and discussed safety requirements.
Some small improvements (including gates and topping trees at the west end of the runway) are being

scheduled by the staff, with the help of volunteers, as needed. Use of the airport is restricted to ALL Rancho

Tehama owners and their guests, with the exception of emergency or medical flights.

In the works for Spring and Summer of 2009 are:

Rainbow Ridge - Estimated $80,280

from Hillcrest to Stagecoach - Estimated $6,680

PROPOSED ROAD PLAN

RESURFACING & WEED ABATEMENT: ’ Mile of Stagecoach from Park Terrace to
Hillcrest, Portions of Elder Creek Circle (1 Mile), Rancho Tehama Road from Red Oak
to Pebble Beach, Part of N. Mendocino (1 mile), Charles Drive (2/3 mile), Portion of
Plumas Drive, Fawn Lane from Hillcrest to Muledeer, Portion of both Bluebird and

RESEALING: (1 Mile each) Portions of Elder Creek Circle and Rancho Tehama Road

DITCHING, SURFACING AND GRADING ALL GRAVEL ROADS: (26 Miles) $8,443

ENGINEERING STUDIES OF BRIDGE, CULVERTS ETC. ARE ALSO PLANNED.

jobs.

Total Estimated Reserve Maintenance and Improvements on Roads: $95,403. Work
began in January on the Gravel Roads. Extra labor will be hired for the Resurfacing

Loud Music, Skateboarding and Off-Road
Vehicles
There is no skateboard facility at Rancho Tehama, and, for safety

reasons, skateboards are not allowed in the Post Office, Rec Hall or
Office areas.

Section 8(j) of the CC&R’s says “No noxious or offensive activities
shall be carried on on any lot nor shall anything be done on any lot
that shall be or become an unreasonable annoyance or nuisance to
the neighborhood.” Erosion to the land from ATV’s running upon
the private lots could be considered an annoyance to the
neighborhood. Definitely the noise of ATV’s and loud music day or
night is a nuisance, because there is no way to shut off the noise
from entering your neighbor’s private space.

Renters and owners alike are bound by the terms of the CC&R’s
agreement, and all should be ever mindful of this courtesy to our
neighbors. In the words of John Steinbeck, explaining the meaning
of life, “A man, after he has brushed off the dust and chips of his life,
will have left only the hard, clean questions: Was it good or was it
evil? Have | done well — or illI?” No man is an island; we live
together here, and how we treat each other is of the utmost
importance to the quality of our lives.

Neighborhood Watch
Efforts

Want to help make your
area safer?

For off-site  owners,
upon  request, the
Sheriff's Senior Volun-
teers are available to
patrol your property.
Call the office for infor-
mation on how to sign
up.

For on-site residents,
consider becoming a
neighborhood watch
volunteer. Call 530-
585-2632 for informa-
tion.




DO YOU KNOW THE WAY TO RANCHO TEHAMA?
(Just follow the trail of trash)

All along the county roads leading to Rancho Tehama from Corning and Red Bluff, you will see a trail of
bottles, cans, and fast-food containers thrown as far as 15 feet off the roadway from the cars going to and
coming from Rancho Tehama. All along our 53 miles of roads you will see the same conditions. With
only two staff positions budgeted to do most of the roadwork from potholes to equipment maintenance to
brush removal, there is not much time left to clean up the trash from our ponds and recreational areas as
well as our roads. SO WE NEED YOUR HELP.

What You Can Do:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Carry a sack to keep your waste in your vehicle until you get to a trash can — there is one at the Post
Office and one at the Recreation Hall.

When going to the Transfer Station to leave your trash, RTA requires you to be sure it is inside the car
or battened down with a tarp on a pickup bed. This is in order to prevent items from blowing or falling
into the roadside.

Periodically check your lot frontage for trash and leaves. (Clean out your driveway culverts while
you’re at it too). If you cannot do this yourself, please request this from your renter, a neighbor/friend,
or call the office.

Rancho Tehama has an “Adopt A Road Program.” Become a road cleanup volunteer. Patrolling half a
mile in your area once a week or so takes little time, is good exercise, and makes your neighborhood
more beautiful. Wear something bright orange or yellow, for safety, if you do this.

What the Association Can Do:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Spray for weed abatement on main roads once a year.
Scrape ditches on gravel roads once a year.

Pick up trash when schedule permits.

Keep brush trimmed.

Remove vehicles and trailers abandoned on roadsides.
Promote community cleanup drives.

Work with the county to keep county roads clean.

Let’s keep Rancho Tehama green and clean!

NEW CALIFORNIA SEPTIC TANK REGULATIONS

Photo above is of the televised
meeting held January 3 at the
Rec Hall, airing issues with
the new State Regs for all
owners of Septic Tanks. The
Water Quality Board held
several controversial meetings
thru the State, then cancelled
the 2/9 public hearing until

further notice.
They are meeting
with  staff to
discuss a needed
rewrite of the
proposed  docu-
ment on Monday,
Feb. 23. The
Board sup-ported
a special web site
on the subject at
“stopab885.0rg”.

Check it out to
know more about
this hot topic.

‘04040409

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
The board with the special assistance of Alan Mills
and the managers at Hignell has also investigated the
condition of the roofs on the Post Office, the
Recreation Hall, and the 2006 Office Building,
which has two serious leaks. On February 17, in
open meeting it voted to replace all three roofs. The
winning bid for the entire job came in at a total of
$16,070, plus extras, such as facias and downspouts.

This is much less than the $25,000 the board
budgeted to spend this year on roofs. If a new post
office is built in the next year or so, the current post
office structure can be used for something else, such
as a laundromat. Work will take about a week, and
will commence after the rainy season.




POST OFFICE STAFF AND OPERATIONS
--How our Post Office Works

a K

Shown above from left to right are Danette Robinson,
Shirley Cornelius, and Barbara Worthy, the Rancho
Tehama Post Office crew. Your Association has a
$26,000 per year contract with the US Postal Service to
deliver mail to our residents. The mail boxes and
building are owned by RTA, and the staff are employees
of RTA, but must follow the rules and regulations of the
Postal Service. The service desk is open six days a
week, Monday through Saturday, from 9a.m. to 1p.m.
Our mostly pre-sorted mail is packed up every morning
by a contract rural delivery carrier, and she drops it off at
RT as soon as she can during her round trip from
Corning to Paskenta. Then the mail is put into our boxes
by our employees, who also collect box rents and sell
stamps and other postal products at the same time.
Danette is there almost full time, and Shirley and Barbara

share the week on a part-time basis. Please join us in
thankina them for their nnnd work

Large-Hoofed Animals at Rancho
Tehama

Rancho Tehama county zoning is
designated RE1, which means we can
have one large-hoofed animal per lot.

Many of us are proud owners of some
beautiful horses. However, we would
like to bring to your attention that horses
will kill the handsome oaks and other
trees on the property, unless the trunks
are wrapped with chicken wire. This will
prevent the animals from nibbling at the
bark and other trunk layers essential to
the life of the tree.

Others of us may have complaints
regarding the control of the animals
owned by others. For those of you, we
have Animal Control Officer Call Forms
in the office. You may complete one of
these forms and submit it to both the
Sheriff Animal Control Office (530-527-
3439), and to the County Planning
Department (530-527-2200).

Roy Daniel and Florentino Ramirez-Yanez with newly-purchased 2006 Ford Superduty F350
Utility Vehicle that replaced the 15-year old Ford Ranger--which stopped running.







COMMENT PERIOD FOR CHANGES TO THE ELECTION POLICY EFFECTIVE IN 30 DAYS

Members are invited to comment on the following three corrections to the RTA Election Policy which was
adopted in 2008. These corrections are being made to reduce confusion and clarify procedures by bringing
the election rules in line with association law and the RTA Bylaws. These corrections should result in
consistent understanding of the voting issues addressed, and clarify both the methods and requirements in
the election of directors. The Board will vote on this matter at the April 7 open Board Meeting.

1. Oual|f|cat|ons/D|squaI|f|cat|ons

2. Voting
2. For all elections of two (2) or more Director positions to be voted upon on a single ballot,
thePresident-of-the-Assoctation-shal-ealfor the cumulation of votes will be allowed in
accordance with Article I, Section 7 of the Association’s Bylaws. When cumulative
voting is applicable, for each ballot a Member may cast the number of votes equal to the
number of Director positions on the ballot to be elected.

3. Voting

5. The presence at the meeting of Members and proxy entitled to cast one-third (1/3) of the
total number of votes which may be cast by the Members shall constitute a quorum for any
actlon The quorum for a reconvened meetlng shall be one thlrd (1/3) Men%y—ﬁ*ce—pereem

The Rancho Tehama Association
PO Box 5111
Corning, CA 96021




